
What is a Veterinary cardiologist? What does a cardiologist do?

Veterinary cardiologists are veterinarians 
who have received extra training in heart 
disease. After graduating from veterinary 
school, they complete an internship and 
residency. During these years, they focus  
on pets with heart disease. Most 
cardiologists then become “board 
certified,” which means they have passed 
an official examination demonstrating 
their knowledge of heart disease and  
its management.

the cardiologist and your 
Veterinarian Work together
to provide the best care for your dog.

Cardiologists help optimize the care of a 
heart patient. They do this by using tests, 
such as echocardiography (an ultrasound 
examination of the heart) along with 
their knowledge and experience in the 
management of cardiac disease to help 
diagnose and treat dogs with heart disease.

In most cases, after seeing a cardiologist, 
you will return to your primary veterinarian 
for routine monitoring and care of your dog. 
In more complex cases, you may visit the 
cardiologist regularly to care for your  
dog’s heart. 

If you have a dog with heart disease, your veterinarian 
may want you to visit a veterinary cardiologist.



© 2013 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc. VET0313011 13466

What special tests might a cardiologist perform?

Several diagnostic tests provide important information about your dog’s heart health. Some are routinely 
performed at your primary clinic. Other more specialized tests are usually conducted by a cardiologist  
using advanced equipment.

note: All of these tests are not required in every case and your veterinarian can work with you to develop the 
optimal cardiac care plan for your pet.

The cardiologist plays an important role in the care of dogs with heart disease. You can be assured that your 
dog will receive optimal care for his or her heart condition when a cardiologist and your veterinarian work 
together as a team.

understanding tests used  
to manage heart disease

Listen to your dog’s heart through 
a stethoscope to detect a murmur or 
abnormal heartbeat

Take your dog’s blood pressure to make 
sure it is not too high

Take your dog’s blood and analyze it to  
see if there are any markers of heart disease

Perform chest x-rays to determine the  
size of the heart

Perform an echocardiogram (an ultrasound 
test) to determine the shape and structure  
of the heart

Perform Doppler flow (a type of 
ultrasound test) to measure the flow 
of blood through the heart

Perform advanced diagnostic and  
surgical procedures as needed based  
on test results

Perform an electrocardiogram (ECG) to  
see how well the heart is beating and detect 
any abnormal rhythms

Diagnostic tests performed by veterinarians and/or cardiologists

If you think your dog may be at risk for heart disease, please talk to your veterinarian. 
Visit www.yourdogsheart.com for more information.


